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Cataract Gorge Environmental Flow Review 
Questionnaire for Stakeholders

The intent of this questionnaire is to ascertain the values you place on Cataract Gorge and to identify specific issues observed by you. The results will assist Hydro Tasmania in the review of the Cataract Gorge environmental flow. 

Name and position……………………………………………………………………….
Organisation name and postal address………………………………………………...
…………………………………………………………………………………………

Phone…………………………………………………………………………………..
Email…………………………………………………………………………………..
The questionnaire applies to Cataract Gorge, the region depicted in Figure 1 downstream of Lake Trevallyn. For the purpose of the review the river has been divided into 5 distinct river reaches. This is to assist with identifying different values and issues that may be associated with different sections of the Gorge. The questions can be answered in the tables provided and you may choose to add information in the comments section.
Figure 1. Cataract Gorge divided into five different reaches 
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1) Why is the Gorge important? 
Cataract Gorge has a number of associated environmental values. Examples of the different types of values associated with the Gorge are provided below.  
· recreation and aesthetics,
· aquatic ecosystems, 
· drinking water and industrial use, and 
· cultural and spiritual values. 
Please use the table below to answer the following questions:

a. Identify which values are important to your organisation. Please also note, if possible which river reach of the Cataract Gorge the value applies to. (Figure 1).
b. Identify the importance of the values using a scale of 1-3 (3 - very important; 2 - important; 1 - not that important)
	Value 
	Reach
	Description
	Relative Importance

	e.g. Aquatic Ecosystems
	1-2


	e.g. protection of threatened species
	3

	e.g. Recreation
	1-4

	e.g. use of waterway for swimming
	2

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


c. Any further comments?

2) What are the problems, if any, associated with the Gorge?
As a stakeholder, you may be aware of specific issues relating to the Gorge. 

a. Please identify and describe specific issues (e.g. water quality) your organisation is aware of and if possible identify the river reach/reaches that this issue applies to.
b. Please identify the importance of the issues noted for each reach using a scale of 1-3 (3 - very important; 2 - important; 1 - not that important).
	Issue
	Reach
	Description
	Relative Importance

	e.g. Algal bloom
	1-5

	e.g. algal blooms occur regularly in summer and prevent swimming in First Basin.
	3

	e.g. Water quality
	4

	e.g. surface scum can sometimes be present which is off-putting for swimming.
	3

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


c. Any further comments?

3) Have you noticed any changes in the environmental condition of Cataract Gorge? 

Hydro Tasmania began releasing an environmental flow of 1.5 cumecs down the Cataract Gorge in 2003. Can you provide any evidence of change since this time?
4) Is there any further information you would like to provide that may assist Hydro Tasmania in conducting the review of the 2003 environmental flow? 
(e.g. documentation, reports, anecdotal evidence etc).

Thank you for taking the time to respond to these questions. 
Please return this questionnaire to Dr Caroline Whalley at Hydro Tasmania Consulting, 89 Cambridge Park Drive, Cambridge, Tasmania 7170 or caroline.whalley@hydro.com.au before 22 May 2009.
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